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LB

Would you mind telling me your name now, for this tape?

WS

·No.

LB

p.l

All right. Give me your name.

ws

Walter Schapera.

LB

And where you were born.

ws

I was born in

LB

You had better spell that. Is that a mountain, Guru?

WS

No, no. It's not a mountain. G-u-r-a - H-u-m-o-r-u-1-u-i in the county of Canpolung

Gura (?)

and on the twenty ninth of March, 1924.
LB

Now is this a big city or a little city?

WS No, it is a small city. A small city which, at the time I was born, was

in-

habited by about 6,000 people. 'Ibey were 2,000 Germans, most Catholics; 2,000
Jews and 2,000 Rumanians. And there were no conflict whatsoev-er between them.
Because all of them, descended ••• not descended ••• how to say it ••• were formerly
under Austrian rule, AUstrian Hungarian rule.
LB

You were in Bukhovina.

WS

It was in the Bukhovina, yes.

LB

Now, in the part of Bukhovina ••• because aa:ording to the map, part of Bukhovina
was part of the old Kingdom.

WS

In the south. In the south Bukhovina, yes.

LB

Was part of the old Kingdom?

WS

No. Was never part of the old Kingdom.

LB

No.

WS

'I'he whole Bukhov1na was part of the o1d Kingdom, sometime about in 1739, 40, I

A

}

don't know exactly. And after this the whole Bukhovina was under Austrian Hungarian
rule. But it was a different rule here. For instance, in comparison to

Transylvania~

which belonged more to the Hungarian Kingdom. Al though the Austrian Emperor was

Walter
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king of Hungaria, Hungary. But the Bukhovina belonged ••• was
Austrian Hungarian monarchy. And the official language was German and all
there you can see old Rumanian peasants speaking ••• no, they are dead most of
them, but ••• I remember a lot of them speaking very good German. Very nice.
A

LB

Now you said your tongue, your mother tongue was German,

WS

Was German, yes.

LB

Your parents spoke German?

WS

My parents grew up and studied and

and studied in the Austrian Hungarian
I get letters from my father, from my

monarachy, Only in German.
from
uncles and/my whole family,

only in German.

LB

And so you grew up with German.

WS

years
And I grew up in German. 'Iha t means till I was six and a half/and l started to
learn, to go in school, then

school began at seven years, not like today at

five or four, I knew only German. I didn't know any.,.I didn't know Rumanian,
Coming to school evidently, all my school years and there were a lot of them,
were in Rumanian. I learned and I spoke only Rumanian,
LB

In school.

WS

In school. But, I was •• ,my mother,,,my late mother ••• she wanted me to learn

with 4/~
German, And in parallel,/ school, I learned a lot of years with private
teachers, German. To speak correctly, to

LB
WS

write especially •••

. .,

You learned German privately,
Privately. In school I learned only two years German.

LB

Were your parents born in Bukhovina?

WS

My parents were born in Bukhovina, yes.

LB

What about your grandparents, do you know anything about them?

WS

My grandfather,, ,my mother's parents, her father died as a young man, M,y mother
was five years, And she was the eldest of three children and she doesn't even
remember, I didn't know him,

fly

grandmother was with us the whole time, approximately

and she died in 19.57, at the age of 80 •• She was with us in the camp and came

J

--
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back and in 1957, she was an old woman and she died.
LB

Were you an Orthodox Jewish home?

WS No.
LB

You were not. What sort ••• Were you Jews?

WS

I beg your pardon.

LB

Were you Jews? Did you consider yourselves Jeim?

WS

Evidently. (laughs)

LB

Not what other people considered you, ·. did you consider •••

WS

No, no, no, We considered ourselves all the time as Jews without being very, very
religious.

It 111eans, it is interesting, in my mother's family, there are some

very; very religious people. For instance, my uncle, who is now in Israel, is
a very religious man. And very religious>but religious in his way. He knows a
lot about Talmud) about all the things you need, no?

He goes to the shiel, to

the Ba,it H.aknesset, yes,
very traditional in
ate,
all the things, but he/ for instance, without a kipah. And he goes without a
kipah. And he says this has nothing to do with •••
LB

ws

Does he keep kashrut?
f,1/l ,UAV/4j
✓

yes.

He is not married. He is an old man today. And he ate at my •••

at his sister. She's a widow. Her husband died a couple of years ago.,.six,
seven, years •• ,more, ten years ago, or so. And she keeps, for him, kasher and
all the ••• JV'.iy grandmother, on my mother's side ••• th~t means my mothers' mother,
was very, very.,.she was very religious. Yes, she was. We have, even, in the
town where I was born, a shiel, uh, bait knesset done by our family and called
the Sheibrisher Shiel. Now the,Sheiber is the name of my mother's •••
LB

Is that right? It was named then for her family.

WS

Yes, it was named and known and whom you will meet here in New York, I have a
lot of friends. All of them told me, Where is your father living now? And I
told them, He is not living ••• We had a house where we had some ••• my father had
a mill and a fabrique, I don't know in English •••

106
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LB Business? Property?
WS

Property, yes, not only business •• ,investment, yes, and we were living there. And
now they asked me, Where are you living? And I told them, •• Where is your father
living?

Not there. It was a point,

a

very well Imown point in the town. They

went till Schapera's. Because it's very known, the place, today, And they didn't
know he's living in my grandmother's house which is the next house from the
Sheiberish~r Sheil, Sheiberisher, not Schapera. Sheiber is my mother's name from
, •• that was done, I don't know exactly by my grandfather, by his father. Ffiie
whole family which was living there for, I don't know, • , • they knew ••• my uncle
knows.,,his grand-grand father all were living in this area, There are roots,
very deep roots, you know. And my father's father and mother, which I knew maybe
better than,,.they were also religious but not so ••• but not this way, •• very,
I don't J,---now, more modern and so. I lived with them. I lived in their home for

two years when I went to school between '38 and '40. They were living in
Czernowitz. And between '38 and '40 when I had no school in my small town_,
I lived with my grandparents.
LB

Your father didn't wear a beard then, or anything of that nature?

WS Hmmm?
LB

A beard,

WS

No, no, no.

LB

Did any of your grandfathers?

WS

No.

LB

But did you have any Jews in this area approximating, after all, you near Galicia,

my mother's father as he appears in pictures, had a beard,
A

did you have anything like the Hasidim here?
WS No, (laughs)
LB

You don't know. You were too late already,

WS

No. I was not interested in,.,

LB

But you would have known, It doesn't matter if you were interested or not. If they
were there you would have known,

WS My father •••

Walter
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What did your father d.o for a living?

WS What do you mean?
LB

How did he make his li vlihood? How did he earn his li vlihood?

WS

He was like me. He was very hard working and me too.

LB

Was he an engineer too? Was he an engineer?

WS

No. He was •• ,how to say ••• grailuated Handelson "s (?) Export Akailemie. That was a
business school. Because my grandfather, they were all rich people generally,
and they hail some industries and so. And my father's destiny, he was the eldest
of four sons, And he was deJined to take the business of my ••• grandfather's business. To go in the business.

LB

What business was that?

WS

big
We hail a lumber ••• you know, when trees they're coming trees, very/heavy trees are
going in some machines and they come out ••• (knocks on table) how do they call it?

LB

Boards.

WS Board:s. Yes.
LB

A lumber yard.

WS

A lumber yard, one. And then we had a big, a big mill,,,for ••• flavor, •• grain is
going in and is coming out, flavor, yes?

LB

Cereal? No, Flour!

WS

Flour, Flour. And coming out flour. And we hail a thing like this, it was a big investment. And mygrandfather, he had, before the war, before the first Wo:dd War,
he hail big, big lumber business, All of that kind, In Ruma·.nia and in Austria
and in all kinds •• , he was a big businessman, my grand.father. And I, when I was
was then the manager, let us say, of that enterpriseA which was very big for that ••• Wel-ad. for instance, about, if I remember,
about one hundred workers in there. And that was for that time a big industry.

LB

Now, I want to ask you ••• if you, •• you originally, this part of Rumania was originally
say you hail deep roots there,

under A.i-lstria Hungary. Now, then your family,
/\

family roots, • ,now when the terri torryms given back to Rumania, after the first
World War, you weren't born yet.
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WS

No.

LB

But you must have heard your parents talk. You got a feeling in the family,
Did they consider themselves Humanians •••

WS

No. Tney never considered themselves Rumanians.
mother, for instanct:, who was born in that small town. A
but not i~that town. My mother, during ••• when ••• I don't know the second or third •••
I

the second year of the war, the Russians came here in and they fled to Czechoslovakia. 'ro Brno. Mother was in Brno for three years,

and all the

three children·; they were small children then, My grandfather not born yet. No -

rJt:;..,
'

•• , My father was in Vienna with his
diet&. Died. And they fled to Austria Hun::;t,;}J:'ia
4
,.,

parents. He was, the first two years, they had some big business here, near
in Rumania and he told me, he ever recalled this story, that he
left Rumania with the last train, the last train, yes. It means, Rumania declared
war to the Central Powers in 1916. Rumania was two years neutral. And they had
here some big business in Rumania. And they were told that it willl come probably
to that, And they were told to leave Rumania because all were Austrian citizens.
All Austrian citizens •••
LB

Even here they were Austrian citizens, in

WS

Not in

?

• They were in Rumaniti.: here. Here are the Carpathian

moW1tains. And they were here, near the border, Near the border, not far, but
in Rumania.
LB

So your father was a Rumanian citizen?

WS

No! No! He was an Austrian oitizen, But he had business in Ku.mania.

LB

Oh, I see, Oh, O,K,

WS

This is not like today,

O,K.
II

had some business here, in Rumania, And they were

told .! being Austrian citizens, to go away because they will be, they rW1 the
danger fo be caught and to be put in a camp. And they went away with the last
trah, I remember he told me this,

And my grandfather, who htld to take a lot
i1)

of money from somebody in Bucharest, went Bucharest, was put in a camp and
i\

.51,-Ja_ f IV a,
·

1
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I don't Jr.now how many months he was sitting in this carrrpas an Austrian
citizen under Rumanian rule. Rumanj_a was at war with Austria. At that t:i.me,
And after the war, my grandparents and my father were in Vienna ••• I don't know
exactly how my grandfather escaped fran that business,.,oh yes, I know, he told
me, not once. The Germans came and they were

with the Ru~nian troops

which were retiring all the time, here a line, here was a big battle, and they
were taken with them and in some place} my grand.father with another Jew who was
in the same situation, didn't go. He simply went away. He ran away.
Then the Germans came and he was an Austrian citizen and there was no problem.
And he went back to Vienna, to his business and my. , • I have two uncles, of mine •••
two brothers ••• my father's brothers

, One was, his

son is in New York, was a student of medicine. And he was with the AustriankJ.eep
I

in Russia, with the Austrian army, in Ekaterinoslav, •• what it is now, I don't
know ••• Dnieperpetrovsk, yes, And he alw'a,ys told me the story. One was a young
guy a-nd he volunteered, I don't know where he was,seven years he volW1teered

/,cf«: ( l(twfA;£b)

for the Austrian armyA.l;.b'bth of tnem aren't living •••• and
the army,,

He was a student in Vienna, Anet

mother's

other brother was a young boy then, He didn't, ••
LB

So both your parents were not Rumanians in any feeling sense at all.

WS

No. In no feeling sense. /It's an accident of geography that they turned out

L.B.
to be Rumanian,

WS

No there were thousands and thousands of people who were living here and who
didn't want to leave.

LB So
WS

accident

hit all of them, Right?

Yes, What would they have done? To go to Austria? To go to Vienna? How can •••
They
The whole monarchy became noth1ng. They lived in Vienna, /came back to Rumania
I don't remember exactly,.,as far as know, two or three years after the war.

LB

They went to Vienna?

WS

They were in Vienna. My uncle that I told you, even medicine he started there
and they went to Vienna during the war. I told you, When they have here the

Sid_e 1
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business, they were living ••• I don't know exactly where they were living then.
I was not born. I don°t remember. I know after that, in 1916, they went to
Vienna. And they, they had a lot of moneyJmy grandparents. Very rich people.
LB

Because people were starving in Vienna.

WS

No. no.

They had a very good living and they were ••• they lived in Vienna two or

three years after the War. 'Ihen they decided to come back. 'Iha t was there, here.
They had that big factory in Gura Humorlu:i.•

n

was their factory. And they decided

to come back to run the business. 'Ihat one. Why exactly did they decide to come
back, I don't remember the story,
LB

Tell me, How ••• You remember growing up in this town, and in Rumania there was
no such thing as a shtetel.

WS

What does that mean?

LB

Oh, you don't know what a shtetel is,

WS

I know. I know. But what do you understand ••• ?

LB

A town which is all Jews, separated, ••
(Tape momentarily turned off)
LB

Now let me see, where were we? Oh yes, we were talking about the feeling that
your parents never really felt Rumanian. And were German or Austrian. What were
they? \fua t did they feel?

WS

Austrian.

LB

'Ihey felt Austrian?

All right, now how did you, growing up in this town with

two thousand Jews, two thousand Germans and two thousand Rumanians, how did
these three ethnic groups get together?
WS

Very well, Very well. Very well, It was, •• There had never been problems,Nei ther
~\problems or problems of any kind •.Because all
tion, I was born in 1924, the former generation who

school.

'Ihat means the best friends of my late mother were German girls with whom she
went together to school. And that was transmitted. For instance, I remember I
two
had some/classmates, they were the sons of a lady, a German lady, who was with
my mother in ·the same class of their time. A generation before. Former generation,

-Shu_Ptrct..
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mother is with that lady in

very good relations. There were no problems.
LB

Now, but did you have Jewish friends too?

Were you restricted •••

WS

Yes, my only friends ••• I was not restricted in any way.

we

had very free rules,

we did a lot of sport, We learned a lot. ii'.ly only friend was a Jew man who is
now in Germany. He

learned together. We studied together.

We studied together'!

lawyer in the same tmm. And we were very

very good friends. He was my only friend and I his only friend. Al though we are
very, very different from a lot of.. ,maybe that's why we are so good friends.
That's also possible. We are completely different.

LB

You mean from the other Jews?

WS

No, no, no.

We both, how can we be different from the other Jews? (Laughs)

Other Jews are all alike, Is that not so?
LB

No,

WS

In our town they were almost all the same. (L3,ugh)

Sorre were more religious and

others less religious. Not big differences. I don't know what you are looking for,
but in our town. • • there were no •••
LB

I don't know. You have to tell me. I don't know any German or Austrian.,,! mean,
I have met many Austrian, Austro Hungarian Jews.

WS

Yes, and what did they say?

LB

But many of them were Galicians. So that makes them different

WS

Yes, Tne Galician Jews were probably different. There was much Russian influence.

LB

No! No! They looked to Germany. No! They did not. They were not Russian at all,

start with.

They were Galicians!
WS

Galicia was also Russian. Galicia was a time Russia, then Austria •••

LB

The time that I am interested in, they were Austria Hungary. All right, so you
grew up with these children, Dfil. you know any Rumanian children?

Did you play

with any Rumanian 6hildren?
WS

Literally, I had a lot of friends, neighbors, Rumanian, Gerrran and all kinds,
Most of them were Jews. We had in the high school,. ,how do you call it, ••

Walter
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Gymnazium.

WS

In gymnazium, ye.s. We were,
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Jews. It was a mixed gyrnnazium,

girls and.,.
LB

In your town?

WS

In my town, yes.

LB

There was a gymnazium?

WS

There was a gymnazium,

LB

And you went?

WS

And I went.

LB

And that was conducted in the Rumanian language.

WS

Only in ~'umanian. We were Jews and Germans and Rumanians. And I had friends,
there
-' were
Germans not very many. I remember fnm forty
were probably seven
ti

Germans, ten or twelve were Jews and the rest were Rumanian,
LB

In gymnazium?

WS

In gymnazium. In my class. 'I'here were about forty.

LB

No\/\~ the little reading I was able to do on Rumania, the overwhelming majority
of the population were peasants, Is that correct?

WS

Yes, but not in this area,

LB

Not where you, ••

WS

Not in that area. 'Ihat area.Afar peasants, It was the mountain area, you know.
Bukhovina is •• ,that part of Bukhovina is, almost the whole of Bukhovina is on
hills and mountains. And they were not peasants in the way they were here in
the Old Kingdom,

LB

They didn't have the small strip farms and so on, What did they have the middle
sized farms?

WS

No, they had no farms at all. They had small strips of land for their own use,
but generally they worked, there were a lot of forests and they worked in the
timber yards and they did a lot of wood and went to the, how do they call it,
the, Old Kin~dom, the former Old K!i;ngdom, Yes. They went there to
f

fi,Wv1,U'J:,; · · 0 1}~A!/f'W j

I

sold their wood, for good prices and came back with cereals, Because here were •••

Walter
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L.B.
they were not peasants in theat way. They were all workers, generally./Including
WS

the Rumanians?
Including - mostly the Rumanians. The Jews were generally businessmen.

LB

1\nd the Rumanians were the timber people?

WS

They were the timber people,

LB

And what did the Germans do?

WS The Germans, as far as I remem~r, most of them were some, or they were professionals,

it means, articrafts, how do you call it?
LB

Artisans.

WS

Like, a man who makes - a carpenter, a mason.all craftsmen. A lot of them, some of
J

them were also former clerks from the former Austro Hungarian administration,
They were all taken

I •

the Rumanian bureaucracy de-

t

veloped itself, even more than the,., that is what they were, Craftsmen, artisans
or clerks. Not a lot of them. Some of them were also teachers.
LB
WS

Who were your teachers in the elementary school?
In the elementary sch~iol was a very nice guy, a very nice sentimental guy. A
Rumanian. Big Rwnanian nationalist. There were a lot of Rumanians who had a lot
of trouble. They were originally from that town, They fled from the AtJ:'jtro Hungarian monarchy and they came b(Lck with the Rumanian troops after the war" Because
they were Rumanian nationalists and they had troubles,in the Austro Hungarian
monarchy.

All of them were very nice, Most of them were nice people. My teacher

was a Rumanian in the elementary school and my teachers in the gymnazium were
most of them were Rumanian,

Jew was also professor;' he was for French and

gymnastics.

LB

Was there any, lik~ a nurnerus clausus such as they had in Russia?

WS

No, No,

In that time it was

in other towns it was
gyrnnazium but extra budgetar.
LB

No,

• I don• t know, maybe

it was not because it was, as they call, State
Do you know what that means?

Walter
WS
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It was not in the budget of the state. It had to, it was kept going by the

taxes paid by the parents.

LB

Well, were they taxes or was it a private school, essentially?

WS

It was not a private school. It was a state school, But it means that it had all
the rights and duties

a state school, All the teachers were appointed by the

state and so nothing ••• but, they said, I don't know if the whole budget or a part
of the budget had to come from the parents. Because the town was too small for
such a big school, Under Austro Hungaria it was a complex school. It was a
gymnazium and a high school. And then, I don't know, probably the town was too
said ••• we had ,;thirty kilometers to the north and thirty to the

small

wUt~
big towns

south,

hig school$" And they said the children may go to the

gymnazium so the elementary school is enough. And so we had to pay taxes. Fees.
)

LB Fees not taxes. A tax would go to the state.
( 'I'ape ends)

LB Now tell me something. You started School in about 1931?
WS

1930. Uh •• ,1930, I started school.

LB Do you remember what was going on at all in Rumania at that time? Politically?
WS

(laughs) No.

LB

It was fairly comfortable. As far as you were concerned, nothing was going on.

WS

I started when I was six years old, so I can't remember very well, I remember
generally, I was very interested in politics from the age of fourteen, fifteen.
I was, I sarted to be very interested in politics, But, What I know is that •••

LB

That's already 1940, isn't it?

WS

I started to be very timterested, It means that when I started to understand from
)

1938.

LB

The year before the war started.

WS

Yes. Then I was very, very interested. What can I
In 1930 till 1938, '37 or so when the King Carol did his miserable royal dictatorship, But as I remember, the~e were always, sometimes, elections. I rememb~r
I asked my father for whom he voted and he didn't want to tell me. And he was

Walter
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right not to tell me. Because after that he explained me, the children were
/\1

generally don't ••• he didn °t want it ••• people know, this one, he voted 't'<ili him,

lJ

for instance. But there were elections. It was more or less democratic until,
now I remember, in

C,,

'38

if I'm not mistaken, Carol put the goverment

~ 2.,0.., and that was, C2.UZttwas well known as anti-Semite

and he came to government and the Jews ••• it was a flourishing economic situation
then, before he came, in Rumania. And at once, I know in Bukhovina, my father
too and cl,11 of them. I don't know if it was concerted or they did it because
they feared, I don't know what it was, but all the fabriques all the •••
LB

Factories,

WS

Factories were closed. You know, they closed, I remember my father too. I heard,

1~{,

Beginning from tomorrow, ; pay to the workers, I don't know how much, and they
1

closed the factories. Not only he but a lot of them. And this

one of the

reasons, also, that he was, after that, after six weeks or so, that he was com•pelled to resign.
LB

Your father was? Oh,

C (,,,L'-;z.a, ~

It was a kind of a strike

·then, you 0 re saying. A businessman's strike?
WS

It was a businessman's strike, I don't know if they did it, how to say, cons:ious
and if it was organized. But I know it happened, I know it happened. And only
that area couldn't have influenced the whole country. But it started an economic
crisis since he came to power beca1.15<;t people felt very insecure. And he was compelled after that to go. And they had an incident with the Russian ambassador I
remember; who disappeared. He defected probably.

LB

What was his name?

WS

If I• m not mistaken) Potenko. I don't know exactly. The Russians were very, very

angry. I suppose I read, after the war, that he

efected to someplace, He was

the Russian ambassador in Bucharest. And the Russians were very angry. rlbey were
angry with the government too. That I remember. I heard Russia.

It was very

Walter
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dangerous then. And they said, What kind of government is that, that can't even
')

keep track of its diploma ts which are •••
LB

Well, they're accredited,

WS

Accredited

LB

The feeling between Rumania and the Soviet Union was never a very good one.

WS

It was never good, no. Rumania belongs to the so called Cordon

LB

Is that German or Rumanian?

WS

No, it is Rumanian. You know what it means. They wanted to make a so called
sanitary •••

LB

Oh, the Cordon Sanitaire.

WS

Tne Cordon Sanitaire around Russia. Poland, Ruania,

Rumania had

a big diploma:"t, Ti tulescu. You have heard of him? He was the man who started
to improve
to have relationships, who started/the relations with Russia, They had no relations.
Relations were broken. And he did some treaty over the Dniester, I don't know.
There came ambassadrns, they exchanged ambassadors. He met Li tvinov sometimes in
Geneva and he said, Those are our neighbors and we have to live with them.
the right wing of the Rumanians,,

didn't agree with

the approach, And it is said that he was killed, Titulescu, by the right wing.
By the Rumanian Fascist Y~vement. He was a very clever man. Spoke eleven languages.
Was fluent in eleven languages. He lived with a very large han~ in Rumanian money.
But he was very clever. I don't know, he was two times the president of the
United, the •••
LB

The League of Nations.

WS

The League of Nations, yes.

LB

But you know, there were hs1fd times in Rumania then. You didn't experience any of

WS

this? Between the wars •••
What do you read?

Walter
LB
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From what I've read, the farming population was really put in a bind. They
had a very tough time. They were caught in a price squeeze.

WS

In 1930, was a crisis.

LB

Before. All the time. And then, first of all, the ~.mall landowners barely had
enough to live on. Barely. They had a subsistence existence. And then, came
the Depression of course, everybody sufferecl. And the governments actually, al-

,,

though they changed, and I'm just telling you ••• I'm very nouveau arrivee, apparently all they did was juggle. And things went back and forth. Tnere was something
called the Land Reform but the land Reform was not really •••
1

WS

It was a real land reform. I don't know who it is who wrote those things.

LB

One of them is a Rumanian, I think.

WS

Probably a CommunistlRed.
I don't know. I don• t say tha,t they did a perfect land
;

Or

maybe a Hungarian.

reform. But they did a big land reform. They took away from the big landowners
almost all.
LB

They have the number of hectares. Is that how you call it? But I don't remember
the m_.,. 1,n.ber.

WS

Yes, they measure in hectares. But they had very, very much. They were very, very
rich. And they left them a small number of hectares and gave it to the smallest
one. Well, they didn't, they were not able, that was almost everywhere ••• they
were not able to organize the small landowners to work together, to buy together
a tractor, to ••• they were not able ••• they were not prepared for that thing.
But now, people, the same people ••• the same people are dead but the families are
much more unhappy having not at all their land than they were then with their
small part of it.

I know. I know the story. They will tell you that the stories

are that they ban a lot of

and they had a lot of pellagra and

they will tell you ••• it is partly, maybe true. I don't know. It is like now, in
Rumania. In Rumania, now, for instance, no one has, and :it is real, no one has
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to starve for hunger. No one. Because you have, if you work, you have a small
amount of money. 1his means you can have more, you can have less, You are
very, very bounded, ••• yes?

Limited. But nevertheless;there are people who are

in very bad situations. Why? Because there are disorganized families, You know
what it mea,ns?
LB

Disorganized families?

WS

Disorganized families. Families with divorced women 'ItVi th children. The father
disappeared, like here in the United States, it happens everyplace, Or the
father is a drinker or the father is very ill, Or the mother is ill or things
are
like this. Those/so-called disorganized families and they have a very bad si tuation and they are,,
.''

in Rumania for instance,
J

no one is happy. But nevertheless, each one has something to work and something
to eat, But it was the same thing, •• the millions of peasants, I don't know how
many millions there were, but I remember in 196.5,

1

64,

I did a study about the

Rumanian electrification of agriculture, Then in 1964, .59% of the Rumanian
actual population was involved in agriculture. That means, in twenty years
before

0

64, no, it means thirty years before or even more, about eighty per

cent of the Rumanian population was involved in agriculture. Well, it is very
hard to organize things like this in a year or two or three, But the reform,
in
they did it and it was not a bad reform. That friend of mine, was/Bessarabia,
told me, always told me, that his father was an analphabet peasant in BessarabiaJ
under Russia. And. he got a piece of land like all the other peasants and he became, not a rich man, he was never a rich man. But he became a man of, •• he worked
Ii

hard, He had two or three sons, in the beginning they worked with him, And he
Like
was a well off man./All of them in the same.,,Only the thing is ••• the Rumanian
peasant had some misconception about life, also. For instance, it was their aim,
their goalJto have more land and more land and more land, He gets from the reform,
he gets a piece of land, Then he wanted to buy his neighbors land. And he didn't
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eat and he didn't drink and he didn't do anything a lot of times in order to have
the money. And so were a lot of them. And this is true. Well, and they were not
organized. They were not suffi¢iently organized. But the reform was not a bad
one.
LB

No. I didn't say ·that it was. I didn't mean to imply that the reform itself was
bad, but the results of the reform were not carried through, partly because of
the reason that you mentioned, that they were not educated or organized to farm
(i9,tionally, right? And also, the business of the herroitary splitting of each
piece continued even after land

WS
LB

to have more and more and more •

Yes. Yes. That was also, And they

this thing that you brought up. Now, all I meant to bring out was that you
II

seem to have been separated from all this, Because it mentions in the books
that these sections that belonged to Austria Hungary were much, they were at a
much higher level economically ancl in their social organization than the rest •••
than the Old Kingdom, And Bessarabia was a mess, according to the authors.

IZax1--x
WS

Was a mess, Yes.

-

no land reform, Here was nothing in that area. Because

people had no land here. They had strips of small, here he had his house here,
and here he had his garden and so •••
LB

So your culture was actually separate from that of the Old Kingdom. Now, in your
home, were you the only child?

WS

No, I had a sister,

LB

You have a sister.

WS

She is in that small town.

LB

She still lives there.

WS

With her husband and my father

/9

Her son is in Bucharest. Hnd has a lot of

trouble now until I get something from them because there was an earthquake, you
k now.... I mus t go, but I want to finish,
LB

I want to know, for example, did your father go to a synagogue:

WS

I beg your pardon?

LB

Did he go to a synagogue?

ShCLp1 v·c,._,
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My

~r, yes. But not very often. He was going. That I remember going with
. . . 8, (1/1,i:;!
)
him, generally.the
big holidays and sometimesII••• uh, to Pesach, yes. We Germans
,
often, Yiddishe Austrians, Catholische Austrians, was always a problem.
everyone had off.

and we had always :three in our

school for instance, we had our Passover. And Catholics ••• everyone has
all the holidays. It was very nice. They had three religions there. Every other
day they had some •••
LB

In other words it was continued as under the old system.

WS

Under the Rumanians, till 1938 or '

LB

No different.

WS

No different.

LB

All right. Now what ha,ppened in '38 ancl '39 as far as you were concerned? What

no different.

did you know?
WS

In '38 I for the first time •• ,

LB

Because in '39 the war started already.

WS

Yes. I don't remember exactly when King Carol instituted his royal dicta-t,orship,
But I remember, we had a very nice Scout organization in our gymnazium. And
that

they are going to create national organization called,

T.rigere (?) Guard. Like a guard, Youth organization, This organization was volunteer. That means if you want to you are, if you didn't, no one compelled you,
LB

It was not military.

WS

It belonged to the international Robert Baden-Powell. It was very nice. And we
I\

couldn't imagine ourselves as

''

I was

with one of my friends. So, I felt the first time the dicatorship. And we were
speaking. We were going to be intrqjuced, And I asked my {riend, You are going
to go in? I don't

other too. I don't know. We'll see how it will

be. And at once, it was c1~ea ted and we are all in!
LB

There was no question,

WS

(Laughing) There's no question. So I learned for the first time what it means a
dictatorship. I didn't realize that. I was a boy, I don't know, about fourteen
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or fjfteen. I didn't realize what had happened. No that had to be in 1937 I
suppose. And it a;t once, all the other organizations were cancelled

• No

scouts, Nothing. 'Ihe only one was that one. And the King was the big Trigere. (?)
They called it Trigere(?).
LB

A hero.

WS

No, no. no. A hero means. , , Trig ere it means, ••

LB

Oh, I saw it in the books •••

WS

It means a man who is guarding something. Who is guarding night and day. Keeping.
He was the big one and he had a deputy which was a man who was born and lived
a lot of years seven kilometers from that small town where

LB

What was his name?

WS

Fedorovi tch.

LB

It sounds like a Russian name.

'I'hey killed him also I suppose. I don't know why.

WS No, no. Rumanian. I know very well his family. Some of them today are living there.
And he was the deputy of the king. He was in the palace, I don't know what.
The deputy of the king in that matter, and we were all in. That was my first
how to say, experience of a dictatofsbip. Because after that the war started,
I didn't realize so much the dicta tor ship because, you know, state of Wqr',
approximately;\war, in 1940 the Russians took Bessarabia, •• there were a lot of
real alarms and changes in government, changes in regime and so on, But my first
experience was that one. And then it started in the school, compulso·(y, you have
to come, you have to do, you have to go, you have to •• ,no one was asked if he
wants, if he didn't, maybe you don't want today. Until we were thrown out as
Jews after that,
LB

You were,

What year was that?

WS

I was unable to go a year to school. In 1940, in June '40 when the RUssians
took Bessarabia back and the north of Bukhovina, I Jilinished my sixth grade,
the high school, And. I, the fifth and the sixth, I did it in Czernowitz. But
I came, my grandparents were living here and for the year I was here. And I
came home to my tmm in, 15th of June or so, when the big holidays, the summer
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vacations, the big summer vacations started. I came home. And after ten or
fourteen days, the Russians took Bessarabia. My school was there. After that
school began gen~lly in Ruma,nia the 15th of September. And when they started
the shool they made big meetings and threw out the Jewish children,
LB

The Russians did. The Russians?

LB

The Rumanians!'

WS

I was not in Russia,
I didn't know what the Russians did./I was in Rumania.

LB

No, but I thought you said the Russians were in here.

WS

How can you say that, the Russians were never officially anti-Semitic. They
never threw out because of Jewish, the Jews from the school, This did the
Rumanians, here in all,,,because the Rumanians changed the government meanwhile,,,
and I was between '40 and '41 when I was sent to the camp here in Russia, I was
1

not allowed to go to school. There were only some schools, big towns, one was
/\

in Bucharest, one was in Iassi. I was inscribed in Bucharest. I don't know why
my mother, my parents didn't want to let me go so far. I had an uncle in Bucharest.
'Ibey inscribed me here in school to go in the seventh grade. I bad two grades to
;I\

finish. My parents didn't want to let me go to be alone there, And I didn't
go and then I went to the camp
LB

Your parents and you were sent to camp.

WS

All the family.

LB

Now that's in ·

WS

Yes. It was horrible. Well, please ask, What do you want to know more.

LB

Well, whatever you care to tell me. I can't make you •••

HS

What can I tell you?

Transnistia, That was a terrible place to be then,

I can tell you things like this.

Mou are interested in

my Jewishness as I know. I would like to tell you a thing.
grown up with in the Bukhovina was very international, That

I was
, I felt some

conflict of, let us say, interest or perception, between that what I waa told
in school and that what I was told at home.

Sfia.. p WO...
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Because my parents were Austro Hungarian or German and they didn't even like
the Rumanians, you know. They said all the time, Oh, What a small country. I
my father iold me,
remember/I had to go to 1lienna, nobody asked me for passports or so. I went
into the train and I went. And they told me all kind of good and interesting
stories about their living in the Austro Hungarian monarchy, They enjoyed it
very much and they had a very good living there, Both of them. And I was growing
up in Rumania. I didn't know anything a bout that, I just knew what they told me.
But, we generally weB international, my friends, me and so.,,all the Jews.,,that
means no difference of t'~ces, of conceptions,,.I was very anti-Communist all the
knowing
time because without/the Communist id-eeilogy but I know that my p(a.ce
was
not there, because my father was, he explained to me sometimes, so far as he
knew what had happened, because in the ideology there was not also, he was also
not, •• he didn't read their ideology. He didn't know it, But as far as he knew,
he explained it to me. And after I came to the camp, before the camp even, there
were a lot of, it was a very hard period when the war started. 'Ihey had here,
they killed in Iassi some, there was a massacre of Jews, and after that •• , in our
town was nothing. Nothing happened. On the contrary, it was the commandant of the

tavm, a Rumanian major, and my father had a big conflict with him, We
electric

uti:f i ty

were the

of the town, among others, we had big motors and we gave light

to the whole town.

LB

ws

You mean your family did?
, ' f \\
t-WV

-t'

1

Yes, My :father. Our factory there, And they pay, And that cost a lot of money, And
/\

they didn't pay for I don't know how many months. And my father once stopped
the thing. He said, I have no money, I can't make a gift, And when, I don't
ut UJ1/J:J.I · ~ tvM
know exactly what ca1led to the major, to that major who was commandant of the
0
town, and they put him

(#/

·t;/4L

ra.A£_ (?)

and they said, If you don't give

light, You wHl be shot, Just like this. But he gave it and that same man who
at
did/the beginning, after that he came in Jewish society. They knew how to approach
to him and he saved a lot of Jews, When the war started he went with the Rumanian
troops I don't know, here in

('?)

He saved a lot of Jews, He saved
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their lives. They were sent afterwards -to the camps and they told us. And in
the camps they survived, a lot of them ••• part of them died in the camp. Generally
he saved them from execution. You know, they had to be executed,
LB

The thing trat is very confusing to me, as an American, is that the policy toward
so
the Jews, during the period of the war, is/confused, to me ••• it's a confusing
picture. On the one hand, in this section, thousands of Jews were killed without
a thought.

WS

Yes. Yes.

LB

They were shoved back and forth across the river.

WS

It is not confusing. It has not to be confused. I will explain it to you.
When the war started, excuse me, no. The Russians took back Bessarabia and Bukho-

. .-r fl

vina, the Jews were since that date ••• iA/JUa./

I-& at 4ll1the

Jews went into the

army, the Humanian army ••• it was anti-Semitism but not very overt. And it was
always in Rumania but not ••• Jews were officers and Jews were ...
LB

Oh, they were.

WS

Yes, evidently they were.

LB

0. K.

WS

My uncle was a captain. He was a doctor. But my father-in-law was ••• all of them were.

11WrtiliA a.,:titty0

Those who were in the army, they were taker,to the army ·to,
I\

i~- ~he

reserve army,

the active army and so on, But the moment the Russians took Bessarabia, it
happened in Rummania in a big, big •••
LB

Rebellion?

Revolt?

WS

Not rebellion.

The government was overthrown. The government which was with the

King, the government was a military government. And that came to power a couple
of months before, or a year before when it happened a very strange thing in
Rumania. The Rumanian, let us start so., 1 In 1937 the King made a so called royal
dlctatorship. With some friends of his as prime minister and things like this.
One of the men who was his prime minister for two years or so, was a gentleman
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, a man with one eye. He was a very gifted man.

A very gifted man. And a very clever man. But he didn't ••• it was a mistake probabbfj'/1,t/ ~
,willingly, so it looked ••• he killed the

Ofid, 'it

ly.

He killed. And he kHled. • • /\

man

who was the leader of the Rumanian

Fascist Party. Him and a couple of the ten or twelve people with him, That started
a complex, a period of very black terrorism in Rumania.

They killed after that,

·him. They killed a big Rumanian professor. Rumania had an historian .J.
~a.,

>J

I
L ·

was ••• he was an anti-Semite, but he was famous in the whole world. And they killed
him.
LB

What was his name again?

WS

Nikolai

and he was well know~. He must have been a kind of

genius. He had a memory. He was an outstanding man in all kinds of things.
'Ihey killed him. They killed another professor >

J1 °tfa"v (? J .

a lot of assassinations and cou; ter assassinations.

tbwn~

()tfir~t& 1

It started

They killed that man..1

they ki]ed him too. After that, the K~ng named a general

as prime minister. And there was in Rumania a very strong dictatorship. Now, and after that he suddenly named a friend of his Titorescu,
prime ministeir.

Now all these things would have gone farther, wouldn't have

come the thing with Russia, The mo ,ent the Russians wanted that, they overthrew
the King •• , it came ••• it took

Antonescu, who was well known as German,

pro-German, and he) Antonescu came to the power •••
(Tape ends)
Side 3
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When the Rumanian army withdrew from Bessarabia, that caused a lot of rumors_1
/1/.IU,tk.~
that sc//ne ~of them were real
• 'Iha t they were beaten by the .Jews
/I\

-hM;r/4

in Bessarabia, That the Jews watnecl the Russians, is it true?

All kinds of

things, you know?
LB

Now what year would this be, about 1940?

HS

1940.

June 1940. And my ..rife, for instance, told me that,they

w.ere here in

the Russian part, on the Prut (River) in some place, and -there was a danger to
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' be killed by the Rumanians because. , • and so in Rumania there became a very heavy an tiSemi tic atmosphere. That rumor was spreading around all over the country, In
the meanwhile, the Rumanian government was overthrown. The King, in September

'36

was compil.1ed to leave the country. The King became his son, But he was

only by name king because Antonescu became,.,
LB

He was only a baby then, Hichael?

WS

He was not a baby, no, He was a man of twenty one or so, No, And Antonescu became

the dictator, of Rumania. And h15 only all~)

very close u)tl.S Germany. He was

with no other, With Russia, the Russians did that thing and there was very heavy
anti-Russian atmo:sphere in Rumania. And together with, after the Russian, came
the Hungarian and the Bulgarian pretension, on Rumania. The Hungarians wanted
back Transylvania

Di Kfo.i of Vienna

and the Bulgarians wanted back Dobruja, And there was the
as they called it, The Rumanians were compelled to give back

a lot of,,,a big part of 'l'ransylvania and of Dobruja. In Rumania was Antonescu
the master of the situation. And the situation was very bad for the Jews. Because
Antonescu was not alone. He was not the military •• , he was. , • he had no party. He
was a general. And it was said he was even a gifted general. He was an

(f a.,;Ul.4;&,)

of St, Cyr. You know what St, Cyr is; It is a big military •• ,
LB

Yes. That's the French military school.

WS

He was,,,I suppose he was together with DeGaulle, in St, Cyr, at the same time,
What happened, He had no political party, He was no political,,,and he came to
power together with the Rumanian Fascists. And as it is always, in situations like
this, they wanted to oust him after a couple of months, And it came to an open
str~ggle on the 20, 21 of January 19lJ-l, It came to an open struggle between
Antonescu and the so called Gard.a

which means the Iron Guard,

That was the so called rebellion in Rufl'q,nia, in Rumanian history, That rebellion,
• , • Antonescu had the army on his side and he threw them out. Their leader went
to Germany and the Germans backed Antonescu because they saw in him a natural
more reliable ally than the, those young people from the Iron Gua,rd. And so
they took the leader of the Iron Guard, they live today in Germany, those who

Sfv{__p1v~
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are living and for the Jews that was a very good thing. Because ••• yes. Because
would they have been ••• there would have been no Jew in Humania. No Jew at all,
Would they have been in power, the Iron Guard.
LB

You mean, if the Iron Guard had won?

WS

Yes. So, what happened now?

with ..-.
Antonescu was a fellow/ Dr, FLlderman.

Dr. Fi lder-

man was the leader of the Jewish community, who, on the outs ,de between you and
me, was also a big fake, Mr, Fi lclerman, That was another thing.

He was sen-

tenced to Transnistia, We know him very well, Well! He was sent for a couple of •••
for a month or so l\rlwas there, two months ••• he made big differences between us
Jews, that is, he said we, the Bukhovina Jews, •• the Jews from Bukhovina there
were potential Communists or so, because we were,Bukhovina were not Old Rumanian
Jews.

He always emphasized the Old Rumanian Jews. Well, it is true ••• Yes, I for-

get to tell you that in

1938, if I'm not mistaken, 1~38, there was as government
That hr.

c._ C;:,)

he was a big Rumanian

Joc-fvro. :fe,

He did a law where he made three categories of Jews. Jews, the first category,
the second and the third, What was that?

The first category was Jews who were

veterans of war,,,they had almost all the rights like Humanians. The second category was Jews, also who had fought ln some war, I don't know, and the third ca tegory were the all the alien Jews who came from Hungaria, from Austria. We were

de vised
immediately in the third category. And he

, that categorization and Mr,
/)
Fi lderma,n kept it and made also., .he kept it very, very alive and he,. ,achieved
from Marshal Antonescu to get the repatriation, as they called it, of the Jews
from the Old Kingdom.

...

LB

You mean, from Transnistria

WS

From Transnistria, yes, they thought, they sent to Transnistria ••• it is not understandable till today we don't know how it happened. They sent to Transnistria
alSo Jews here from Dorohoi, Dorohoi was the Old Kingdom, Always, Had never
been •••

LB

Anybody can make a mistake!

(La«Jkler)
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Yes. I don't know. It belonged to the government of Bukhovina. It was a province,

,..

And they included it in the Bukhovina. Now but it was always the old Kingdom,
~
no one ••• they were Rumanian Jews ••• and they were sent also to, •• and in 1943
I\

when Antonescu saw the war was lost, probably, and Fielderman had a very big
and strong position in Bucharest too •• ,
LB

He did. All during the war?

WS

Although he was sent to 'lransnist~a for a couple of months. I don't know, he had
some arguments with Antonescu and in an access of anger sent him to 'lransnistna,
And we knew it before he even cameJby Radio London, They transmitted it.,.And my
father had,. ,we had our own government and my father was the man in that government. He was the general. ••

LB

You mean in the camp.

WS

In the camp. He was the general cashier of the so called our own administration there,
for
And he had to pay a lot of things
Mr, Fielderman. He didn't know him. And they

I\

were very unpleased wHh him. They were very unpleased with him. He came to
camp. We all lived in very miserable conditions and they asked to make for him J
at our expense, this was one of his first desires, an English closet, an English
toilet and all kinds of things like this. He couldn I t live. He had three secretaries, And all the time he wanted to know exp,ctly, Is that a Bukhovina Jew or a

a;t~a,J

Jew from the Old Kingdom, And he managed

to get them back,

/\

LB

He did?

WS

Yes he did, 'I'hey went back, to Dorohoi, the Jews from the Old Kingdom, Well, it is
right, they were Rumanians.

'I'hey were very ••• people who lived and fought and

died for the Rumanian wars. 111 Hill
But he was a Jew.
'
LB /What about the rest of the Jews?

ff U n1 iV1 I lfA1

u)a,i.a._.

WS

But he had to have that differentiation. I told you.

LB

So how did you manage to survive that experience then? Because there were so many
killed there?

5}1 {{_ p I VOL
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let us be clear. Killed were in the first year, were killed by

typhus and by cold. About 8,000 Jews. So, killing with guns were generally
not. Tnere were some isolated ••• in that area where we were, no. Over the whole
area. lvaybe there were some exceptions but generally were not killed people by
guns. People were killed, •• yes, I told you, in Iassi, here in Iassi, but that
was before they sent us to the camp. Before the war. That was when they came
back, when they retired themselves from Bessarabia, in June 1941. It was after
that, I don't know, in July or August, there was a very, very explosive atmosphere
and they killed 5,000 Jewish people in Iassi, in one day or two days.
LB

The Rumanians did that thoueh.

HS

The RUmanians did that. The Rumanians. You could say that the Germans were also. , •
·
d wuaA.MJ
but the Rumanians did it. Bu+bfter that, they, they were not ••• Bucharest was

T

I/

)

also, when was the rebellion when I told you?
LB

You didn't give me a year.

WS
LB

I told you about the rebellion,
You told me about the rebellion but you didn't give me a year. You didn't .
me

WS

what year.

· tell

You said it was between Antonescu and the Iron Guard •• •

And the Iron (Buard took out a number of Jews and killed them. Like a slaughter house.
I don't know how many. Two, three hundred, It was a number of Jews. But so
killing, •• like the Germans ••• there were not. There was not in Ru.mania, And so
the whole Rumanian community survived. The Jews in the Old Kingdom, except those
two cases.

LB

I know about that, But what I'm asking is what about the ones from Bukhovina and
Bessarabia? Who were sent over.

WS

Yes, that is another thing. The Jews from Bukhovina were sent to Transnistra and
there was some killing too by the first troops who entered. 'fnere were. Generally
not very much. In Czernowitz, for instance, because they were very rich and they
came in and they took money and things.

Killings were in .dessarabia. There were,

6hczp1v~
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How many, How much. No one knows. But ••• I speak about the Rukanians not about
the Germans, let it be clear. The G'ermans killed a lot of people, But I speak
only about the Rumanians. 'Ihere were killings.
LB

Now were there exports •• ,were there transports out of Rumania into the German
kilJ.ing centers? (Long Pause),

Do you w1derstand?

Out of HW1gary there were

400,000 transported,
WS

Yes and from Rumania there were more.

LB

Yes, But they did send them to camp in 'Iransnistria, But they were not killing
cen·ters,

HS

'Ihey vrere not killing centers. Look, they killed. They killed someJews, There was
killed for instance, one who deserved it ten times. He was a very bad man and he
became so powerful because he was in the grace of the Rumanian authorities at

he rw.cul U~

diJ

the beginning, He supposed/\some{/things, I don't know what it was, but it was wrong
with the RUmanian major who was there and they kiThd him, Simply shot him, But
he deserved it, It is a pity they didn't do it a month or two before. Well, but
generally not,
LB

Ifthey died, you're saying from typhus, from starvation, from cold,,.

WS

They did a thing, one thing they did, at ·the beginning, One horrible thing, We came
here to Transnistm in October 194-1. We were expelled on the 10th of October,
194-L And came in , let us say to Moghilev, that was the center, we came on
the 20th, It was horrible, It was winter. Hussian winter,

LB

How did you •••

WS

Survive that?

LB

No, how did you travel?

WS

We traveled in, by train,.,by freight train, yes. It was horrible, We traveled three
,:;,ff• four days, I remember, and then we came here and crossed the border on the

Rumanian side in Bessarabia •••

ShctflvU..Walter
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Actually from Mogilev, that's where many Jews escaped into Bessarabia during and before
the first World War. That was the center from whlch they left into Bessarabia.
lifS

I don't know that. And here we came to Mogilev. Now they did the horrible thing
they did in the first winter except the cold, they didn't have to die in that
cold because we had to get some ••• they had to give us some place to d-rnll, to
live, no?

And they didn't give us anything. They gave us some street and they

said, Here on that street you can live. 'I'nat is the ghetto. The Jewish ghetto.
Now if you had money and if you had possilbili ty to get into some house, all the
houses were people living, private houses. Na ti ves, And if you had money to
rent a room, we were together with ouf'family nine persons in a room, it was so
big,.,nine persons were in that room,

"f/tJL ~

t·tJ..t ~.

LB

So it was about three by twelve (feet). Or five by twelve,

WS

This ho.ppened, But the horrible thing they did was that they didn't want to have
an agglomeration in Mogilev and they sent people farther, They had a county,
The capital of the county was Mogilev. Now they sent them farther to Jurin,
Murafa (?) I don't know all the towns, (Follows discussion as}o where on the
map these towns are located) 'Ihey sent them to all kinds of places. And they
sent them,,,if you had money to manage to take some

c? >

(having to do

with the shortage of food) and a lot of people died on the way. A lot of them
came to relatively good places and they

I\ Jived -:-

··

till the encl of the war. Teey

did some centers in other areas exc4capt Mogilev, In the same county. Mogilev was
the

uapital of the county, lets say,

LB

I don't have a map of RUssia,

WS

No, it's not only that, You have to have a very small map. Between the Dniester
and the Bug, Tiraspol was the capital of Transnistria and iliessa was also
and they ho_,4 here a county, Mogilev, where Jews were living, 40,000 Jews we
were, about, And they don't want to have all of us in I>Jogilev, And they sent
them farther away. Who had money and managed to go. We were not organized. We
couldn • t organize in a couple of days. And there died people on the way. In
the first year, died a lot of people, as I told you, typhus, And there were

Sha_p,vcL
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people for instance, I heard of very tragical cases ••• it was for instance a
judge in, a Jew, in Humania, in our small town. He was a very nice man who
lived together with his two old sisters, he was an old man. He lived with his
two sisters. A11 of them unmar:ried. He had a big pension as a judge and they
had very good,, .and he was not a man who had money. He never had enough. He
spent all his money, When it came the matter with 'Iransnistria, he came to us

va~

and he had a very

violin, yes? He sold it. This was the first thing he did,

And when the money ran out and he had not what to live for, he and his sisters
they went to sleep and they left the windows open. And in the morning they found
them, all of them, frozen. And so happened a lot of,,,I rem~"'ber in the first
year,

After that things began to settle a little, Jews from Bucharest sent us

a lot of money.
LB

They sent you a lot of money,

WS

They sent money, yes• There were two types of sending, They were sending from family
to fami1y. So we survived, My, our relatives sent us money from Bucharest and
from Czernowi tz, My grandfa the?~n living. But here they did some maneuvering
we came in,
that the money we went/wene in two weeks, not two weeks, two months about, they
were nothing, 'Ihey changed it once and once again.
And then they sent to the community. It was not allowed to send money. People
, •• there was a lot of trouble because the people who got money ran the danger
to be shot, And they did it for veryhtifces, Some of them defected with the money
7/
and so on. But the Jews in Bucharest had a very good position there, generally,
They remained very, very accessible to money and they rJ1(l/Yt/rt(__,,

Now, what

happened, 1\nd we, after that, we started to organize ourselves, vi~ did this
hospital and we did some for children.,.there were a lot of children with parents
dead, the children remained. And they did children houses where the children were
, •• more or less. And so we survived, But the first winter was the most horrible,
And was always the fear that we will be given over to the Germans, That was not
a good thing, And JDY father saw it was o,n order that we had to be given over

at~ eM--tl,

to the Germans,\ But they had no time to do it.
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LB

Is that right? He saw it.

ws

He saw it. I don't know where he saw it but he saw it. I was grown up very inter-

w-td d ~ Jo M 1(/tn,t,,"
,t

national. At the camp I became a very good Jew.
LB

You did.

WS

I was not religious. I understood once for all, that I am a Jew and I have to remain
a Jew and I must ••• that is a fact of life and I will remain until my last clay
Jew. All the international things are dreams. Stupidity. The world is not
sufficient

clever to understand them and maybe it will be in two hundred

years or so, three hundred years. But I am and remain a Jew. It's no escape.
Simple. And all the things I thought, international and so, I gave them up,

a.Jrn;.,t
there in the camp. Since then, I have never had any doubts

my Jewishness.

That's all.
LB

I'll say thank you very much.
('l'ape was ended and then the conversaion was resumed again)

LB

Were there any Jews who came, I'm going to repeat the question ••• Were there any
Jews who came out of camp feeling differently than you feel?

WS

Yes, I have the impression there was some kind of polarization, you know. 'Ihat
means that part of them felt as I feel and part of them went out with a clear
idea and conviction not to be Jews.
iJ,.

LB

Ever agin.

ws

Ever again. Never again, If they could to get rid of that complexes and all the
)

-f()

things and say/ try to assimilate myself. And that part started to be very
active in the Communist Party.
LB

Oh , is that it?

WS

Yes, Yes they were.

LB

Right after the war or that was in 1941.i,?

WS

The Russians came in

1944. In '44

came the Russians, They came to Rumania, And

1..5 hu_ f't rCL-
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then there were some people who ••• that thing had the contrary effect, You know
:it is ind:i vidual. They suffered a lot

like Jews and some of them lost parents,

and ••• I don't want.,.I had,,,it's enough for me. I don't to be,,.I want to be
a Rumanian like all of them or I don't know what, They came to Rumania. 1bey
changed their names.

LB

They did,

WS

Yes. They did.

LB

They took Rumanian names then,

ws

They took it •• ,not Rumanian,. ,names, which were not very Jewish, you know. But

Bu!'

most of them, in my opinion, reacted as I did. /\There were also people who reacted
the opposite.

D,K,

(Tape E'nds)

